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I THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CLEVELAND. 

By Rabbi Moses J. Gries. 

TEE FIRST SETTLERS. 

Seventy and three years ago, 1837, the first Jewish settler, Sirnson Thorman, 
of Unsleben, Bavaria, came to CleveIand. Within the next two years, a nurn- 
set of others from his native town, some with families, fo1lowed him to the 
,Vew World and to the Western Reserve. 

PoIitical unrest in Europe and unfavorable conditions of life in the Old 
JVorId, seem to have been the causes which impelled these pioneers to seek 
opportunity in the unknown western world. Thus, one year after Cleveland 
was chartered as a city, the Jewish settlement began. Four generations, de- 
scendants of these first pioneers, have been born and are now living in Cleve- 
land. 

CONGREGATIONS. 

In 1839, it seems that the first permanent religious organization was estab- 
lished, under the name of the IsratIitic Society. In 1840, a burial ground was 
purchased in Ohio City, at a cost of $100. To worship Gad, to unite the living, 
to care for the sick and the poor, and to bury the dead, the little community 
formed its definite organization. 

The Xsraelitic Society was not destined to a long fife. Though small in 
number, it was divided in 184.2, and the seceders formed the Anshe Cbesed 
Society. The Israelitic Society worshiped in a hall on South Water Street and 
Vineyard Lane, and the Anshe Chesed Suciety in Farmers Block, on Prospect 
Street. 

The wounds were healed and the two societies were reunited in 1846 and 
received a charter under the name of The Israelitic Anshe Chesed Society of 
the City of CIeveland. This marks the real beginning of the oldest Jewish con- 
gregation in Cleveland. 

It is an interesting revelation of the spirit of the tjmes to note that Leonard 
Case presented to the Anshe Chesed Society, a lot on Ohio Street, for the 
building of a synagogue. This lot was exchanged for the one on Eagle Street, 
on which the first synagogue in Cleveland was built, at a cost of $z,goo. 

Again dissension split the congregation in 1848, resulting in the formation 
of the Tifereth Israel Congregation, in 1850. 

The Anshe Chesed Congregation, by reason of growth, enlarged its syna- 
gogue, which was rededicated April 14, 1840, by Dr. Wise of Cincinnati. Ques- 
tions oi ritual, strife concerning the prayer book and the form of service, and 
personal differences, caused repeated dissensions. In I&%, the Rabbi, G, M. 
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Cohen, withdrew, and with him went twenty-one members, at1 of whom joined I 

the Tifereth Israel Congregation. 
The Jewish population continned to increase and the congregation continued 

I 

to grow. On October 21, 1886, the cornerstone was laid for its new temple ' 

on Scovill Avenue and Henry Street (now East 25th Street). This building , 
was dedicated September 2, 1S87, and has been the home of the congregat' ion 
until this time. 

The Presiclents of Anshe Qiesed Congregation have been: Abraham Strat 
1857; Simon Thorman, 1858; Simon Newmark, r8sg-1%; S. Goodhart, 18 
J. Rohrheimer, 1862; A. Schwarz, 1863; M. Loeser, 1864; S. Newmark, 18 
1868; Nathan New, 1849; M. J. Moses, 1870-1871 ; Nathan New, 1872-18 
S. Newmark, 1876-1878; I. Reinthal, 1879-1881 ; S. Skali, 1882-1890; I. Rtlrr 
thal, 1891-1893 ; Moses Halle, 1894-1895 ; Isaac Levy, IS*. 

The following Rabbis have served Anshe Chesed Congregation: E. Hertz- 
man, 1860; G. RI. Cohen, 1861-1866; - Nathan, 1866; G. M. Cohen, 1867- 
1874; M. Tintner, 1875. 

In 1876, Dr. M. Macho1 was cllosen Rabbi and continued in active service 
thirty years. In 1 9 1 ,  the congregation celebrated the silver anniversary of his 
ministry. He was elected Rabbi Emeritus in 1 ~ 7 .  

In September, 1906, Rabbi Louis Wolsey of Little Rock, Arkansas, was 
elected as Rabbi, and was installed in Office Attptst 30, 1 9 7 .  

The Euclid Avenue Temple League of young men and the Euclid Avenue 
Temple Sisterhood are new activities of the congregation. 

The Anshe Chesed Congregation now has 385 members. In July, 1907, the 
congregation purchased a Iot on the southeast corner of Euclid and East Sznd 
Street, on which they plan to erect a new temple. 

THE TIFERETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION-THE TEMPLE. 

Tifereth Israel Congregation was organized May 26, 1850~ with forty-seven 
charter members. Its first worship was cond~lcted in a house on Lake Street, 
and later in other homes. From 1851 to 1855, its services were held in a hall 
in Relley's Block on Main Street, now Superior Street. 

In 1854, the Congregation received a beqtiest of $ 3 , m  from Judah Touro, 
the distinguished patriot and Jewish philanthropist. On May 11th of the same 
year, a lot was bought on Huron Street for $4,200. The bequest of Judah 
Touro made it possible for the struggling congregation to buy a permanent site 
and to build a temple. 

Forty years thereafter, the service of Judah Touro was recognized by thP 
erection of a memorial tablet, in his honor, in the new Temple, dedicated in 1894. 

The temple on Huron Street was dedicated on or about December 14, 1855. 
It was remodeled in 1861, and rededicated on August 23, 1861, by Rev. Dr. Max 
Lilenthal of Cincinnati. It was enlarged in July, 1866; again, on May 21, 

1874, there was a rededication by Rev. Dr. Isaac M. Wise of Cincinnati. 
Its presidents have been: Alexander Schwab, 1850; Marks Wolf, 1852 ; 

Selig Hexter, 1853; David Kaufman, 1854; Solomon Wolf, 1856; Solomon 
Hyman, 1857; Mosle Ezekiel, 1860; Solomon Wolf, 1862 ; Solomon Hyman. 

1- 53 ; Aaron Halle, 1866 ; Raufman Hays, 1867 ; Sigmund Mann, 1871 ; Jacob 
I 

hrheinier, 1874 ; Sigmund l lann,  18-81 ; Jacob Rohrheimer, 1882 ; Simon 
I mpIiner, 1884 ; Henry Richman, 1886 ; Morris Ullrnan, 1887 ; Marctts Gross- 

I  I 
I/ n. 1889; Martin A. Marks, 18p;  Abram Lewenthal, 195 ;  Martin A. Marks, 

r !  17 to the present time. With d ~ e  exception of the two years from xgo5 to 

I: 17- Mr. Lewenthal's term of ofice, Mr. Martin A. Marks has been president 

I, the Congregation from 18go to 1910. 

1 The Rabbis of Ti f ereth Israel Congregation have been : Isadore Kalisch, 

i: I ~ O - 1 8 5 5 ;  Wolf Fassbindes, 1855-1857; Jacob Cohen, 1857-1866; Gt~stav M. 
Cohen, 1866-1867; Jacob Mayeyer, 1867-1874; Aaron Hahn, 1874-1 892; hloses J. 

i 1 Gries. 1892 to present time. 
1 1 ,  Dr. Aaron Hahn resigned as Rabbi of the congregation in 1892 and retired 

i / from the ministry to st~ldy and later to practice law in CIeveIand. 
I ,  The congregation resolved to build a new temple and in 1892 purchased the 

lot a t  the southeast corner of Willson and Central Avenues. 
Rabbi Moses J. Gries of Chattanooga, Tenn., who 11ad previous1 y been elected I as Rabbi, came to Cleveland on November 20, 1892. On July 16, 1893, the 

I 
I cornerstone of the new Temple was laid. Sattlrday, April 28th, and Sunday, 
I April 29. 1894, the last services were held in the old temple on Huron Street. 

The new Temple was dedicated September 21 to 24, r%q. Dr. Isaac M. Wise 
of Cincinnati lair1 the cornerstone and preached the dedicatory sermon. The 

I first religious service, following the dedication, was the confirmation of fifteen 
boys and girls. The dedicatory services were distinguished by a noteworthy 
"fellowship" evening, in which the representative ministers of all denominations 
participated, in the presence of a great assembly of peopIe. "The Temple," 

I as the congregation and the new house of worsl~ip were called, soon made re- 

) 

I  
markablc strides in the growth of its membership and in its varied organiza- 7 b 
tions. From time to time, it 11as established many kinds of endeavor for men 

I I 
and women and for boys and girls. Historically, it is the first "Open Temple" 
or institutional church among Jews in the United States, and in the world. 

I I  
I I The Temple Society, established in November, 1894, conducted University 
1 1  
1 I 

Extension Classes and Popular Lectures, which, in 1896, developed into the 
well known "Temple Course," which continued until ~gog. 

jl Among the institutions of The Temple are a free Public Library, opened 
!I October 2, 1898, I t  has a fine collection of books in English on Jews and 

i Judaism, in addition to a general library of other books and magazines. On 
January 22, 1904, the Cleveland Public Library assumed direction of the Temple 

I \, ! ' ,  Library, since which time it has experienced a large increase, both in circulation 
and attendance. rl'l The Congregation has grown from its original membership of farty-seven 
in 1850, to a membership of 125 in 1892, and to a present membership of 595- 

i Y; "The religious attitude of the community differs but little from that of 
others in the West," says Dr. Wolfenstein, in his article on Cleveland. pub- 

I 1  

I 

! 
, 

IisIied in the Jewish Encyclopedia, "save perhaps, that the Reform movement 
I has advanced more rapidly in Cleveland than elsewhere. All shades and varie- 

i ties of Judaism are to be fottnd, from the most rigidly Orthodox to the ultra- 
, Radical Reform-n the one hand, an unswerving adherence to tradition; on 
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the other, at Tifereth Israel synagogue, now called 'The Temple,' almost an 1 

entire abolition of it. The Temple congregation worships on Sunday, a large \ 
number of its attendants being non-Jews. I t  has aboIished the reading of the 
Torah and practically a11 Hebrew from its service and Sabbath School. Its 
Sabbath SchooI session is held on Sunday afternoon." I ,  I I 

Sunday lectures were established in the Huron Street Temple in 1886, and 
the first Sunday Service, under the ministry of Rabbi Gries, October 8, 1893. ! 
The Sunday afternoon sessions of the Sabbath School began September 18, 
r Pg8. 

The TempIe Alumni Association, the junior organization of The Temple, 
composed of former Confirmation boys and girls, now has a menlbership of 

j':' 
572, of which about zoo are active. 

ORTHODOX CONGREGATIONS. ' , 

The oldest and most important of the Orthodox congregations is the Hun- 
garian, Bene Jeshurum Congregation, organized in 1865 and reorganized in 1886. 
In r865, its first worship was held in the residence of Herman Sampliner in 
California Alley; in 1866, on St. Clair Street; and then on Hamilton Street, and 
during the great Holy Days, public worship was conducted in Gallagher's Hall 
on Erie and Superior Streets; in 1869, in HalIe's old hall; in 1878, on Michigan 
Street, In  1886, the Congregation bought the temple on Eagle Street from the 
Anshe Chesed Congregation, but did not take possession until 1887. 

Its Rabbis were: Morris KIein, 1875; Sigmund Drechsler, 1887-rpg ; A. E. 
Dohrin, 1906-1908. Samuel Schwartz was installed June 18, 1909. 

The Congregation has passed through many struggles, differences and divi- 
sions, but has survived them all. In 1go5, it completed its new temple on the 
southeast corner of Willson and ScoviIl Avenues. I t  now has a membership 
of 454. 

There are about twenty Orthodox Jewish Congregations, mainly Hungarian, 
R~tssian ant! Polish, in the city, the most prominent of which are:.Anshe Emeth, 
East 37th Street near Woodland ; Agudath Achim, Scovill avenue and East Thirty- 
first street (Rabbi Benjamin Gitelsohn) J Beth Hamidrash Hagado1 Beth Israel. 
Woodlanct Avenue ancl East 27th Street ; Keneseth Israel, East 46th Street near 
Woodland; Ohave Emuno, Scovill Avenue and East 37th Street (Rabbi Nach- 
man H. Ebin) ; Oheb Zedek, Scovill and East 38th Street (Rabbi H. A. Liebo- 
vitz; membership, 250). Anshe Emeth Congregation is said to have been or- 
ganized in 1867, and Beth Hamidrash Hapdo1 Beth Israel in 1568. Alt of 
these Congregations have erected new synagogues within recent years. Anshe 
Emeth Synagogue was dedicated in July, 1904. Since September, ry4 ,  Rabbi 
Samuel Margolies has been in charge. Its present membership numbers 300. 

I I 
!!I 

1 1  
' I  

/ I  

jl , 
! 

I? 

ii. 1 
, 1 1 , > ~ '  I !  . 

( 1  i f ' 
The religious instruction of the children, in all probability, began, from the ( 1 '  

time, the first families came to Cleveland, in 1838 and 7839. The first Hebrew 
School seems to itlave been established in a house on Lake Street, but no record 

li j 
! ' 

has been found of a permanent Sabbath School organization until 1858. In- 
struction was given irr the Jewish religion and in Jewish history and in Hebrew. 1 1  

I: 1;: 
il ' 11 , 

I The Jewish community has no "'parochial'>schooIs. Its religious scl~ools are 
supplementary to the pnlhic school instruction. The ReIigious School sessions 
are held on Saturday and Sunday mornings, and in The Temple on Sunday 
afternoons. Hebrew Schools, with almost daily instruction, are held in the 
afternoons after pubIic school hours. Some of the congregations maintain 
Hebrew Schools. Oheb Zedek Congregation has 120 children in its Hebrew 
ScbooI and zoo pupils in its Sabbath School. Anshe Emeth Congregation re- 
ports 407 children in its Sabbath School. The Orthodox community has estab- 
lished the Sir Moses Montefiore Hebrew SchooI Talmud Torah. The school is 
conducted in its own building, 2495 &st 35th Street, and gives instruction to 
about 300 children. 

Cleveland is celebrated throughout the country for its large religious schooIs. 
Bene Jeshrrrun in its Hebrew Scl~ool has 160 children, and in its Sabbath 
School more than 4m children are enrolled. Anshe Chesed has 215 pupils. 

T11e growth o f  The Temple Sabbath School has been remarkable. From the 
eighty children who were gathered for Sabbath School instruction in 1892, the 
scl~ool has grown, until its membership for a succession of years has been 
from 700 to Em. This Sabbath School, both because of its unusual member- 
ship and its new methods and its magnificent organization, has attracted the 
attention of the entire country. 

LABGEST SCHOOLS. 

CIeveIand has the distinction of having the largest Jewish Congregational 
Sabbath School, viz., at The Temple; and the Council Sabbath School, which 
began in 1896 with about roo chiIdren and now has a regular enrollment of 
1,242, is the largest "Mission" Sabbath School. 

CEMETERIES. 

The first burial ground was purchased in 1840 in Ohio City. In 1853, addi- 
tionaI land was bought on Willett Street and the cemetery was again enlarged 
in 1862. On July 31, 1887~ more than twenty acres of land, fronting on May- 
field Road, were acquired for cemetery purposes; on July 6, I-, t11e Tifereth 
Israel Congregation and the Anshe Chesed Congregation entered into an agree- 
ment for joint control and maintenance of the United Jewish Cemeteries of 
Cleveland. The chapel in the new Mayfield Cemetery was dedicated on Deca- 
ration Day, May 30, 1893. The Bene Jeshurun Congregation located its cme- 
tery in GlenviIle, in 18%. A number of other Jewish Cemeteries, under the 
control of societies and lodges, are scattered around the city. 

Jews endeavor to take care of their own poor. Though they contibute to 
every public cause for good, it is their aim to support their own charities. The 
Jews in the United States have taken pride in maintaining both the letter and 
the spirit of the charter granted more than two hundred and fifty years ago to 
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the Jews of New York, which provided that their poor should not be a burden to 
the state. 
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The early records of the Je .ritable organizations of Cleveland 
to have been lost or destroyed, ~ f i cn~ . l i ng  to report, a benevoIent society was 
establ 1557, with memlx es of $4 resent T-I 
Relief .tion is said to 11 I cstablis ~r many 
the mrnlwcrs of the Board of L l r e c ~ v ~ s  did all tile necessaly wurk, both VI m- 

vestigation and relief-there were no paid officers or otlier employes. During 
the eighties and early nineties when, under the pressure of European persecrt- 
tion, immigration increased, special relief flinds were raised and the Russian 
Refugee Committee was organizerl. Agents were employed to give part or 
whole time. 

In 1894 a Personal Service Society was estal~lished. This society was merged 
the same year with the newly formed Council of Jewish Women. In 1895, the 
Relief Association lvelcomed the help and cooperation of the Council of Jewish 
Women, in the care of the sick poor-an arrangement which was not discon- 
tinued until 1910. 

The year 1904 marks the reorganization of the Kehrew Relief Association 
and the employment of a trained superintendent. I t  endeavors to do all relief 
work for the Jewish pc :ooperates with the City 1 nt of Charities 
and Corrections, the P 1 Charities, and all other ropic agencies. 
It has three paid work its budget for the year ~g nts to $ z r . m .  

annllal meeting of 1938, held on January 7tIr, was the occasion of the 
a1 presentation of its present headquarters, located at 2554 Ezt  40th 
t. The gift, valuecl at  Five TIlousand DolIars, is a ~nemorial in honor of 

Isaac N. GIa~ilber, and assnres the Relief a permanent home. 

HEnREW FREE LOAN ASSOCII\TXON. 
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Cooperating with the Hehrew Relief Association, but in nowise a part of , 
it, is the Hebrew Free Loan 'Association. It was organized in r p g  as a Gemilath 
Chesed Society and reorganized in rgo7 under its present name. In ~ g o g  it 
made €g loai nting to ),om. These 1031 t e ,  withont in- 
terest, b ~ ~ t  are by tespt idorsement. Alth three years the 
Association has loaned about $zv,ouu, ~ t s  losses have been WLIE ~168.  It has an 
established contributing membership of nearly five htrntlred, paying $3 per year. 
Its chief purpose is to prevent the poor from asking for charity, by giving them 
an opportunity to maintain their self-respect and to establish their own inde- 
pendence. 

1s are f r  
ough in 
.- L . . ~  m. 

INDEPENDEST MONTEFIORE SHELTER IIOME. 

During tlre Russian immigration in the eighties, a l~ouse was rented on 
P e w  Street, to shelter incoming immigrants and the transient poor. In later 
years, there were other temporary quarters. But in 1go4, this work was re- 
organized and a new and cornrnodio~~s building was erected at 3902 Orange 

Street. It is open day-and niglrt to anyone requiring shelter. During 1939, it 
expended about $ 2 , ~  and l~oused 883 inmates and furnished 2,859 days of 
shelter and served 8,599 meals. It is supported by smal1 membership dues and 
by an appropriation from the Federation of Jewish Charities. The Society now 
bears the name of The Independent Montefiore Shelter Hme. 

THE JEWISH ORPHAN ASYLUM. 

No story of the Jewish charities of CIeveIand woi11d be complete without 
an account of the Jewish Orphan Asylum and of the Home for Aged and Sn- 
firm Israelites. 

The Jewish Orphan Asylr~nl is the pride of the Cleveland Jewish community 
and an enduring monument to the Independent Order of B'nai B'sith (Sons of 
the Covenant) who founded it. The Orphan Asylum is more than a local in- 
stitution-it is partly national. It receives both children and support from 
many Jewish cornrnunities, in many states of the Union. 

In July, 1867, District Grand Lodge No. 2, Independent Order B'nai B'rith, 
in session at  Milwaukee, resolved to establish an orphan asyIurn. After due 
investigation, Cleveland was chosen as the location, and the Cleveland "Water 
Cure" was purchased for $ 2 5 , m .  The Orphan Asylum was dedicated on 
July 14, 1868. Of the original Trustees, only two survive--one being Mr. A. 
Wiener of Cleveland, who is still a Trustee, and who served as President for 
seven years. One of the original Board of Directors was Mrs. Kaufrnan Hays, 
daughter of SEmson Thorman, the first Jewish settler in Cleveland-she was a 
member of the Board from 1868 until the year of her death, 197. Mr. Kauf- 
man Hays has been actively associated for many years and has been Treasurer 
since I@I. Mr. and Mrs. L. Aufrecht were the first Superintendent and Ma- 
tron, fmrn September, 1868, until 1878. The Orphan Asylum opened with 
thirty-eight children. 

DR. S. WOLFENSTEIN. 

On July I, 1878, Dr. S. 'IVolferistein became the  Superintendent, and has 
continued in office until the present time. It is because of his individuality that 
the Orphan 'A'sylum has won for itself such z~nusuaI distinction as a model in- 
stitution. 

Concerning it, General Brinkerhoff of Mansfield, Ohio, former President of 
the State Bmrd of Charities of Ohio, and a well known authority in philan- 
thropy, said, "The Cleveland Jewish Orphan Asylum is admirably administered 
and is a model for imitation by all our county homes for dependent children. 
Fn fact it is not w l y  an honw to the city of Cleveland, but it is an honor to the 
state and nation. I have visited hundreds of child-saving institutions, but I have 
never been in an institution where there was such a manifestation of affection 
and regard for the superintendent, as I saw in this home." 

Dr. Wolfenstein has trained leaders and workers. The heads of the Orphan 
Asylums at Atlanta, Chicago, Philadelphia, Rochester and San Francisco were 
his former assistants at Cleveland. 



ITS GLORIOUS RECORD. 

I n  1888, the new main building, fireproof and splendidly equipped, was dedi- 
cated. The quarter centennial was celebrated in 1893, and Governor William 
McKinley, afterward President, was a v e s t  of honer. 

The boys and girls of the Orphan Asylum have gone out into the world and 
have honored their former home by their remarkable record. Little more than 
one per cent have ever become recipients of charity, "in wery instance because 
of sickness or death of husband, a still smaller percentage, not quite one-half 
per cent, have made a shady record." "A considerable number are occupying 
prominent positions in the professional world, as rabbis, physicians, lawyers 
and trained nurses. A very fair percentage are pursuing trades as machinists, 
electricians, printers and different other trades. The girIs are rniIIiners, dress- 
makers, and quite a large number stenographers." They are found in almost 
every walk of life. 

The Orphan Asylum far a number of years has been full to its capacity- 
500  children. Since its opening, 2,941 children have been admitted, and 2,410 
have been discharged--only thirty-one have been lost by death. 

The total expenditure to the end of the forty-first year amounts to $2,500,- 

000. 

The Orphan Asylum has a sinking fund of $ 4 7 5 , ~ .  Its grounds and buifd- 
ings represent an investment of $350,m. There is a magnificent main building, 
with separate school and manual training buiIdings and other buildings; also 
two hospitals. Its propew fronts 412 feet on Woodland Avenue and has a 
depth of 730 feet; also 165 feet front on Sawtell Avenue; comprising altogether 
more than seven acres. 

At the present time, there is under consideration a plan to move from the 
heart of the city into the country adjacent to Cleveland. 

HOME FOR AGED AND INFIRM ISRAELITES. 

The Sir Moses Montefiore Kesher Home for Aged and Infirm Israelites was 
established at Cleveland in 1881. Its property is at the southwest corner of 
W d a n d  and Willson Avenues, extending to Seelye Avenue, and was pur- 
chased for $zs,om. 

The Home was founded by District No. 4 of the Order Kesher Shel Barzel, 
a Jewish Fraternal Order, now out of existence. In the preamble, adopted by 
the Order, the purpose of the Home is declared to be: "the care, support and 
maintenance of aged and infirm Israelites of both sexes." The original name 
was "Aged and Infirm IsraeIites Home, of District No. 4, 0. K. S. B." 

It was dedicated and opened June, 1882. On March 10, 1884, the Supreme 
Lodge of the Order, "desiring to erect a lasting monument" to the memory of 
Sir Moses Montefiore, the celebrated English and Jewish philanthropist, voted 
an endowment of $ I O , ~ ,  and gave the institution the name which it now bears. 
On January 31, 1898, the Home was incorporated as an institution, independent 
of the Order. 

The building was enlarged in 1889, at a cost of $m,m. It has accornmoda- 
tions for sixty. It receives inmates and also support from a number of states. 
It accepts both men and women from the age of sixty-five, and husbands and 
wives are permitted to spend their dosing days together in peace. 

The institution now has forty-six inmates. Since the opening of the Home 
until 1907, 19 inmates have been received, ninety-nine of whom have died at 
the average of nearly seventy-nine years. 
The property of the Home fronts 19754 feet on Woodland Avenue, 355 feet 

on Willson, and 412% on Seelye Avenues, comprising altogether about four 
acres. The building and grounds cost more than $ 5 0 ~ ~ 0 ,  although their pres- 
ent value is far higher. The Institution has a sinking fund of more than 
$ 8 6 , ~ .  Up to July 1,  IW, the total receipts from all sources have amounted 
to more than $qgg,ooo. 

Within recent years, an Orthodox "Old Home" has been established, sup- 
ported by the Orthodox Jewish community. It is located at ggrz Scovill 
Avenue. 

The Jewish community offers care and protection not only to the orphan 
and the aged and the infirm, but also to the orphan child of tenderest age. The 
Infant Orphanss Home accepts children from the day of birth until they are 
five years old. The youngest inmate has been but two days old. 

In r e g ,  a group of women organized, to care for homeless infant children. 
On August 4, I ~ I ,  a house was bought at go1 Forest Street, now East 37th) 
and the Home was dedicated and opened in the same year. In rM, a large 
private residence, 2200 East 40th Street, was purchased and it was opened on 
the 13th day of March, 1.897. It now has fifty-one children, and in 19% ex- 
pended about $ 8 , ~ .  About one year ago, the final payment was made toward 
the purchase of a house one door south of the Home, which is now being 
used as a shelter for unorphaned homeless and friendless children. 

The women's organizations date back to I&, in which year the Daughters 
of Israel began. This Society is still in existence, although not very active. 

1 I THE CLEVELAND COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN. 

In 1894, the Ladies' Benevolent Society, The Ladies' Sewing Society and 
the Personal Service Society amaIgamated and organized under the name of 
The Cleveland Council of Jewish Women. Its first regular meeting was held 
at The Temple, November m, 1894. The Society began with 271 members. 
Later, a group of young women known as the Progressive Mission, became 
affiliated. f Rabbi Moses J. Gries was the first resident and continued in office until 
October 6, 1896, when Mrs. M. B. ~ch&$b was chosen President and led the 
organization for ten years. On May 6, rgo6, the Acting President, Mrs. A. 
Wiener, was elected President, and Mrs. M: \Be Schwab was made Honorary 
President, 

The Council of Jewish wornin rented a ho \ se at 297 Woodland Avenue, 
October r, 1895. On February 4? 18g6, it voteld to become a branch of the 





An Emergency Cottage, the gift of Mrs. k E. Brown, was offered in rw 
and is now being built. 

During 1909, the Camp was open ten weeks and cared for an average of 
125 men, women and chiIdren per week, not including the campers. The cost 
was approximately $3%500. 

The wonderft~l success of the Camp has been due to the fine spirit of 
the young men and young women who were in active charge through the whole 
summer. 

MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL. 

The Jewish Women's Hospital Society was formed in rgm. This organiza- 
tion succeeded, in 1p2, in purchasing a private residence at 2371 East 37th 
Street, formerly Forest Street, for $7,500. The residence was remodeled lor 
hospital service, at a cost of $7,5m additional. On May 3, 1903, it was formally 
dedicated, and on May 4th, was opened for the reception of patients. 

The hospital has been hindered by adverse conditions and the lack of public 
support, and by its Iimited facilities and capacity. It contains thirty beds, of 
which fourteen are in wards. 

The many difficulties and struggles for the successful maintenance of the 
hospital, led t~ a complete reorganization in IW. During this year, the hos- 
pital cared for 539 patients, with 1,446 days of charity work, and 419 days for 
which one-half payment was given. The total operating cost amounted to nearly 
$ro,mo, of which amount the Federation of Jewish Charities gave $4,zm. The 
hospital also conducts a training school for nurses. 

A t  the present writing, there is serious discussion and investigation of the 
need and advisability of building a modern and thorougl~fy equipped Jewish 
hospital. 

THE FEDERATION OF JEWISH CI3ARITIES. 

The diarities of the Jewish community of CIeveland, are under communal 
and not under congregational control. The temples and the synagogues do not 
maintain their own charitable societies and institutions. A11 the Jewish chari- 
ties of the city are controlled and supported by the Jewish community in gen- 
eral. 

In  recent years, however, there has been manifest a tendency on the past 
of the newly arrived immigrants and the increasing Russian Jewish community, 
to create their own organizations and to establish their own institutions. 

All of the important institutions and societies are affiliated with The Federa- 
tion of Jewish Charities, chartered under the laws of the State of Ohio, Novem- 
ber I 7, 1903. 

In the previous year, on November a ~ s t ,  the first meeting was held for the 
purpose of formulating a plan and devising ways and means for the federa- 
tion of the Jewish charities of Cleveland. The following persons were present: 
Mtssrs. Edward M. Baker, Charles Eisenman, Julius Feiss, Jacob Furth, Moses 
J. Gsies, Isaac: Joseph, M. J. Mandelbaum, Martin A. Marks, Sig. SIilesinger 
and Meyer Weil. On Novemkr IS, r p 3 ,  the constitution was adopted and 

the following institutions affiliated with the Federation and were enrolled as 
beneficiaries : 

The Cleveland Council of Jewish Women, 
The Council Educational Alliance, 
The Hebrew Relief Association, 
'The Infant Orphans' Mothers Home, 
The Jewish Orphan Asylum, 
Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
The National Jewish Hospital for Consumptives, 
The Sir Moses Montefiore Kesher Rome for Aged and Infirm Israelites. 
The first Board of Trustees elected by the incorporators on November 30th 

were the following: Edward M. Baker, Herman Einstein, Charles Eisenman, 
Julius Feiss, Moses J. Gries, Sol. M. Hexter, Isaac Joseph, Isaac Levi, Henry 
A, Newman, Manuel Reinthal, Abraham Steam, Meyer Weil. 
The officers elected at this meeting were as follows: Charles Eisenman, 

President ; Julius Feiss, Vice President ; Meyer Weil, Treasurer ; E. M. Baker, 
Secretary, 

All of these have continued in office to this time. The number of Trustees 
was increased to fifteen at the annual meeting in 1908. 

Other societies and institutions have become beneficiaries from time to time 
-the Free Loan Association in ~ g o g ,  the SheIter Rome in I@, and the Camp 
Wise Association in 1908. 

An Educational Endowment Fund, to aid worthy students, was founded on 
Marc11 7, 1 9 4 ,  by the gift of $2,500 from the Mrs. H. Black estate. 

During the year, the close of which marked the fomration of the Federa- 
tion, the total sum collected far the Jewish Orphan Asylum, the Jewish Infant 
Orphans' Home, the Montefiore Home, the Hebrew Relief Association, the 
Council Educational Alliance, and the Hospital for Consumptives amounted to 
approximately $20,000. This year the Federation has succeeded in collecting 
approximately $70,-. 

Year by year, the effort has been made to increase the amounts given for 
charity and also to multiply the number of the givers. Prior to the formation 
of the Federation, six to seven hundred were enrolled as contributors. This 
number has been steadily increased, until now, about 1,650 are regular sub- 
scribers. The present office of the Federation is at 1028 Citizens Building. 

The Federation plans to collect and distribute all the contributions for the 
regular maintenance of its affiliated societies and institutions. It is exercising 
a marked influence upon the development of the charitable work of the Jewish 
community and is now being held up before the whole city, as a mode1 and as 
'an incentive toward the federation of all the important charities of the city. 

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS AND LODGES. 

The leading social organizations are the Excelsior, the Oakwood, and the 
Standard clubs. 

The Excelsior Club was organized on October 20, 1872. Until 1874 it had 
no fised location, From 1874 to 1877 its headquarters were at Coslett's Hall, 



corner Erie and Sumner Streets, and for ten years, from 1877 to December 24, 
1887, a t  Halle's HaIl, corner WmdIand and Erie Streets. I t  built its own cIub- 
house on Woodland Avenue, opposite Putnam Street and occupied it fro111 
December 24, 1887, to December 31, 198. During 1508, the clubhouse \tras 
sold to the Council Educational Alliance. The club began with a membership 
of thirty, and at the time of the opening of its clubhouse, in 1887, had 143 
members. The present membership is 3r5. 0 1 1  the eve of the New Year, 
~ p g ,  the new and paEatiaI clubhouse, Iocated at I I I I r  EucTid Avenue just east 
of Wade Park, was formaIIy opened. 

The Oakwoud Club is a country club, whose gronnds, covering 1065/2 acres, 
are locater1 in East Cleveland To~vnship, on  Mayfield and Warrensville Roads. 
It possesses a comfortable cluMlouse, splendicl golf links, baseball Cieltl and 
tennis courts. The club began wit11 forty-four members, July r ,  r p g .  The 
clubhouse was openet1 in the fall of 1906. Ninety-nine seniors and seventeen 
juniors constitute the present membership. 

The Standard Club was organized Septemhr 30, 1go7, and was formally 
opened January 26, 1910. Its present membership is about r50, including senior 
ancl junior members. The club holds a ninety-nine-year lease on its building at 
the  northeast corner of EuclicI Avenue and East 71st Street. 

The Young Men's Hebrew Association was planner1 at a preliminary meet- 
ing, held on Sunday, January 6, 1889. Thirty-four young men ensoIlec1 as 
charter members On the following Sunday a definite organization was 

created, and a constibition was adopted on January 21, 1889. Ey July of the 
same year, 350 members had joined. The information and the records con- 
cerning the beginnings of the Association are not available. The cltief organ- 
izers were a group of young men, formerly members of the Cleveland Literary 
Union. 

The new association worked along smial, ecl~~catjonal and philanthropic 
lines. Its original headquarters were in Fix' Hall, on ScoviIl Aventle near 
Perry Street (now East 22d). Later, a bt~iIding was rentecl, with auditorium 
and gymnasium, at 234 Woodland Avenue, near old BrowneII Street. Efforts 
were made to secure a permanent building. Subscriptions were pledged, but for 
variolls reasons the b~lilcIing project was allowed to slumber. Temporary quar- 
ters were rented later at 299 W d l a n d  Avenue. 

Interest began to wane and tlte Association's days seemecl to be numbered. 
Then followed a revival of enthusiasm, under which stimulus, in 1894, the mem- 
bership was pushed to 450. On December 15, 1894, the new headquarters at 
"Brooks School," on Sibley Street, were dedicated. There was a notabIe in- 
crease of general activity. Again subscriptions were pledged for a new buiId- 
ing, which, however, seemed destined not to be erected. The Association passed 
out of existence about 1899. 

Within the past two years, another attempt has been made to establish a 
Young Men's Hebrew Association. Temporary meeting places were provided 
and now a private residence has been rented at 2611 East 47th Street, the 
present home of the Association. One hundred and sixty members constitute 
the new Association. 

Prominent among the societies and ldges  whose mernberslrip is largely or 
wholly Jewish, are the long established Hungarian 'Aid Society and the very 
prosperous Hungarian Benevolent and Social Union, and tbe Independent Aid 
Society. These organizations are social in character and allow some special 
privileges, such as sick benefit, and do some plqilanthropic work. 

The Order Knights of Joseph, a Jewish fraternal organization for men and 
women, received a charter from the State of Ohio, on February 14, 1896. Its 
first Iodge was organized in Cleveland on May 14, 1896, with a membership of 
twelve. Since that time the order has grown to 11,214 rnemkrs. Its national 
headquarters are located at Cleveland. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The Cleveland community has two Jewish weeklies, published in English, 
and one daily paper, printed in Yiddish. The oldest of these papers, the E-Iebrew 
Observer, began publication in 1889, and was merged, in 1895), with the Jewish 
Review, under the name of The Jewish Review and Observer. On March g, 
1 ~ 6 ,  the Jewish Independent issued its first number, Since May 25, 1506, its 
editor has been Mr. Maurice Weidenthal, for many years active in the Clwe- 
land newspaper world. 

Yiddish papers have been published in Cleveland from time to time. All 
have ceased publication, with the exception of the Jewish Daily Press, estab- 
lished May I, 1908, 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

The Jewish Community of Cleveland has always been identified with im- 
portant Jewish movements througl~out the United States. 

The first American FbbbinicaE Conference ever held in this country, met in 
Cleveland October 17, 185.5. 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, organized in 1873, convened 
its first "CounciI" in Cleveland, January 14, 1874. 

The Central Conference of Americm Rabbis, representative of the most 
prominent Rabbis of America, founded by Rev. Dr. Isaac M. Wise of Cincin- 
nati, in 1889, held its first regular conference in Cleveland July 13 to rg, 1890, 

The Cleveland community lends its support to the National Conference of 
Jewish Charities, the Jewish Publication Society of America, the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society, the National Farm School, and other good causes. 

During the dedication services of The Temple, a "Fellowship Evening," in 
which representative ministers participated, took place on September 23, 1894. 
I t  marked an epoch in the reIigious life of the city. 

The first "Union" Thanksgiving Service, was held at The  Temple on No- 
vember 29, 1894, in which the Anshe Chesed Congregation and the Unity Church 
joined. 

The Educational League, for the higher education of orphans, was planned 
in 1896. Its first meeting was held at The Temple. It was established under 
the auspices of the Baron de Rirsch Lodge, now part of Cleveland Lodge, 
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No. 16, Independent Order B'nai B'rith. At the organization meeting, July 12, 

1897, Mr. Martin A. Marks was elected President. Rabbi Gries was elected 
July 11, 1898, and has been president until this date. The League offers help 
toward a higher education to orphan b p s  and girls of talent and genius. 

The National Council of Jewish Women assembled in triennial session at 
The Temple, March 4, r p .  

The B'nai B'rith, District Grand Lodge No. z, held its annual convention 
at The Temple, in May, 1903. The Convention was honored by the presence 
of the Hon. Leo N. Levi, the President of :r. 

The Knights of Joseph, a Jewish Frat *der, was organized in Cleve- 
land, and Cleveland is its national headquarters. 
On May 16, rgo& two important associations organiz~ and 

heId their first meetings at The Temple-The Jewish ReIi As- 
sociation of Ohio, composed of the Rabbis and teachers an ; of 
religious schools-and the Ohio RabbinicaI Association. Rabbi Gries was eIected 
President of both. 
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The Jews of Cleveland have not been very prominent in the poIitica1 life of 
the city--they have not sought public office. A few individuals have been ac- 
tive in the political world, and some have held responsible positions in the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the city. Representative Jews have been closely 
identified with all non-sectarian philanthropic work, and have been very active 
in all civic organizations for the public good. 

Their business interests are most varied. They are engaged in very impor- 
tant industrial and commercial enterprises, particularly in the manufacture of 
cloaks and clothing, and all the affiliated garment industries. They the 
chief brass foundries and are the chief makers of agrjcultural imp1 

They conduct the leading department stores ; many are engaged in petty rrad- 
ing and in small stores. Thousands are skilled workers in the gar [us- 
tries; a number of the more recent immigrants are active in the bui' Jes, 

as contractors, carpenters, bricklayers, plumbers, electrfcians, and t 
Individuals have for  many years been influential in the strong cia1 

institutions of Cleveland. Some have been interested in the develop the 
street raiIroad business, both urban and interurban. 

According to conservative estimate, t Jewish physiaans, 
the most prominent of whom are Dr. Marc A. Peskind; 
and about ~ o o  lawyers in Cleveland. A r tged in pro- 
fessional work, as architects, decorators ana engmeers. tleveranu nas produced 
two artists of international reputation-Louis Loeb and George Peixotto, the 
son of Benjamin Fmnklin Peixotto. Benjamin F. Peixotto, for a number of 
years, was active in the Jewish life of CleveIand. He was appointed by Presi- 
dent Grant, United States hllinister to Ro~tmania, and under Presi Yes 
he  was United States Consul General to Lyons, France. 

A godly number af the ablest and most successful men in the busicresv and 
professional world have administered the affairs of the Jewish institutions and 
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I societies for a long period of years. a.., nave. . .. ;F. .~-~~tSrdnt service for 
! more than a quarter of a century. 

The Jewish population has come from all parts of the world-hiefly from 

1, Germany, Hungary, Bohemia, Poland and Russia. There is n large American 
' barn population, and many are descendants of the pioneers who settled here at 

the very beginning of the Jewish community. It is impossible to give an ac- 
curate statement of the number of Jews in Cleveland, They live in all sections 

' of the city, and no independent Jewish census has ever been taken. An esti- 
mate, based upon the number of Jewish children enrolled in the public schools, 
located in the large Jewish neighborhoods, figures the Jewish population of 
Cleveland to be about 5 0 , ~ .  

I 

I 
The few pioneers of 1837, 1838 and 1839, in the course of sevenv years, 

have multiplied to about  SO,^. The feeble congregations struggling for life 
for revml decades, have developed into influential organizations, ranking with 
the best and strongest in the land. The very modest houses of worship have 

been transformed into large synagogues and magnificent temples, The cam- 
rnunity has g o w n  steadily,in population, prosperjty and power. The last quar- 
ter of a century has witnessed the rise and development of institutions and 
organizations which distinguish Cleveland as one of the most important centers 
of Jewish life in the United States. 


