May,17, 1965

Dr. Louis Hemzer
Chio State University
¢olumbus, Chic

Dear Dr, Nemzer,

I ar sBopry that I did not have the oppertunity to meet again
with you when I was in Columbus last month, From my discussions
with Rabbli Kaplan, Armand Cohn and 8ylvia Nakrin, I understand
you are still vitally concerned with the problem of Soviet anti=-
semitism, I am enclosing for ypur informetlion several pelices of
literature some of which have not had wide distribution,

W& in Claveland are orerating on the premise that vital to a
gsolution of this problem is 1) the U.S. govermment on record as
condemning Soviet anti-semitic practices and 2) the U.S. governe
ment prepsred to exzct concessions, at an appropriete time, from
the Soviet leaders involving cessation of their anti-Jewish
polieies, To bring this about public opinion must be developed
_on thia issue (az it was towardgll,S.~Israsll relations). It is

a long 4iffiecult task and not one that ocan be sccomplished by a
gingle Rally or demonstration, It will reguire 2 continuing
effort in every sizesble sommunity in this country. The CGO3A in
Cleveland hasg been created for thisz purpose.

I should add,thet we do not have much hope al this time thet the
existing Jewish communiliy organizations will do the Job that is
required.,. At the nationzl level the National Conference on

Soviet Jewry {(ocomposed of 24 national ormemizations) i1 a vaper
organization, It hes no permenent stafl nor even a {full tiee staff,
Its polioy committee is chawged every 6 monthsi Three sets of 8
organizations run the show, each group of 8 for a 4 month period
on an 18 month cyecle, The whole operation reflects cumpronize and
indecisiony In = word,i% is a fares. At the local lavel exlsting
organizations have been unwilling to accept responsibllity (except
for Pnlladelphis«~ the Community Belations Council and Boghone-
the Board of Rabbis). Columbus is a typical zxanmpla of the lack
of leadership on this issue. The organizational professionsls
were shamed (and I use the word advisedly) into ecalling for the
Eally to b2 held on May 23. They have shown 1little anthusiasm or
understanding for creating & meeting that will inform and fire the
public., No plan now exists for a follow on campalign, If the
Columbus Rally is at all a success it will be due to the efforts of
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several lay psopls whe are doing the bulk of the work., If you are to
havs any csombinuing efford in Columbus, I would predict that it must

come from the same source.

1 would appreciste your comments and suggestions. If I can be of
assistance in any way pleaga do nect hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Louils Rosenblim



