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. - IMMORAL AND UNWISE .
Fditorial in Yedi gth Achrouncth by Dr. Herzl Mgzanblum, May. 2ﬁ 173
{Translated from the Hebrew) '

There is great bitierness azong many Russian immigrants in Israel about vhaet they .
deserive ag the lack of action on theé part of Jerusalem oun the matter of saving Jews
from Russia. Things have reacned such & state that some of them have begun to speak
of the need to meké & special 1ist of their own so that they may bring their protest
to the Knesset., When nenbers of KlbDLtZ Hazerim heard thelr complaints directly from
ther:, they said, "We are sﬁackad ‘We understand their feelzngs..

For it is the very truth. There is opposition, unspoken, but strom* and stubbern.
in the governzent to everything that t smells of an effective struggle for emigration
from the Soviet Union. 7This is known to @veryone who comes in contaet with the gov-
ernaent on this vital matter. Its attitude to any suggestion vhieh smacks of war
activism ig one which recalls "an Italv&n strike," no objection and no debate--only
deep tomb-like szle cE. '

Qur newspapser aditors have learned this through their own éxgerienc@s. Golda came to
them a little over two years age and askéed them "to lower their tone"” in their publi-
cizing of the small ¢rickle of imaigrants from Russis which began then. She said,
"This would cnly harm the rest of the Jews in the USSR who hope to emigrate to Israel,
and the spotlights which ws dlrected on the immigrants is liable to make trouble for
them. Becouseé of the noise which we make over tqws sqall aliye, the Soviets will
stop ali ya altogether, and we st be careful.” She added, thet our silenee in this
"delicaté" matter will be to the benefit of thz Russian immigrants here who have rela-
tives in Russia awaiting aliyah.

However, only a short tine passed and it tecame spparent that the Russian immizrants
whe arrlved here were of the opposmte opinion. demanding from their personal knowledge
of Russia "to raise the tone" in Israel's Ffight for the aliva of the rest of their
brothers: Another meeting was held with Golda %o which, this time, she brought as
supporting authority. a friend, himself a Russian immigrent but from the second ali-
yvah who had left Russia during the time of the Tsars and Znew cnly from reading what
was heppening now...snd this "expert” said the following: "It dees not matter what
the new olin say.  What matters is that publicity will endanger the present gnall
trickle of aliyah.” And Golda‘'s opinion was the same as his, and their opinion was
accepted.

...But not by éverybody. There were sditors who revolted sgainst this sileneing of
voices and not, God forbid, because of their instinct for publicity but bwcause of

the damage whieh silence brings to the guestion of aliya in their opinion., Theilr

view was that the opinion of the new Russian olim was qorse importent then that of some-
one from the second aliye. And they made it ciear: "We are not & pari to the agree-
aent and we will write whatever, in our eanlom, is necessary. Golda bed this to

say: "You leave me no choice, my frieande, tut to impose censorship on you." An® cen-
gorship was inposed on us, and when thﬂr$ is cangorship, discussion is finished bscawse
it is stronger than discussion. And it applies to all of use-those "who agl&d" and
those "who do not agree'ag one. )

Agein thers vas quist throughout the 8¢

tate. Tne aaw Soviet immigrents were astonished
at this and as they hed no alternative &
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Torivate strugduw“ of their own to

’ bers their essemblizs and bunger sbrikes
near the ¥all, which became thelr "speeialiy” when the resit of the couvntry looksd on

in silence. And the sgwosrs of the Zo ment saild to theusslves, "Thig is prodbably

‘gave their brothsrg in Russia. On
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the beast situstion for us--the Russien olinm themselves will fight for thelr brothers
in Busais and we will shout "hurrmh {guietly) from the sidelines, and the bear will
be sated and the sheep whole.”

But not all the new olinm were ssbisfied with sayinz Psalms in a corner near the Wall,
and some of them bagen to widen thelr s apa and went into action at the UN end Wash-
ington--gnd this was regarded with leas favor by the Jerusalem governnent which under~
atood that even with all its abgence from this battle arena, the war had broken out in
varicus parss of the world witheut i%, and this could be "dangerous" in itself. And
80 it happened that the ieprescnuatwve of cur government in America begsn a stormy
battle. not ageinst Russis bub against those véry olim who fought Ruszsia there, and
the whole fhing bucame & scandal.

I% arocused the attention of several sechions of the Knesset in Jerusalem who felté that
in view of the battle agginst the fighters for alilys, they could not continus %o stand
Indifferently on the gidelines. The voices of the Jews who remgined in Russis rose with
the plea, "Where are you? And grant us your citizenship." And so, official Jerusalem
hed no choice bub to agree to issue passports to those Russian Jews who requessted then.
They simply forced passporie out of its hands! But after sending some passports (after
innunerable checks and delays) again Jérusalem became silent. And there was no reaction
to this vecause it rempined an eplsode and did not beeoms a general canpaim.

Many Russian Jews begen to flood our government with reguests to publish the list of
Soviet Jews who requested permission to emigrate. Their. view was, aepparently, ithat
since the citizenship granting operation was bogged down in deep sand, i% would be
useful to give publicity at lsast to their desire to enigrate here. This would serve
as & denial ic the Russien elaim that cnly a few Jews are prepared to enigrate o
Israel, and this would give something of "shot in the arm” to the Isvaslis in hiding.
And &s the hint was understood, the. vcv&fnmenﬁ TSJ%Cb@ﬂ tnls with sbhorrance. And
until ueﬂay it ignores this reguest by, our brothers.

And so ve have seen hoﬁ. step by st@p, dJerusalem slowly dlsappeared altozether from.
the arena of active battle for the immigration of Soviet Jews, net only in Israel, but
also.abréad. ¥We had various reports about the World Jewish Coﬂvwesw doing something,

&nd individusl people planning scmathvnw here and there, but our government iz come
pletely out of the picture. Its spokesnan whigpered into cur eavs something aboul this
intellactual snd that artist who did what he did in his own nene tut on the initiative
of our goveranment which, as it narw, stood behind him, but this initistive, if it
existed, renained absolutely secrat beeavse of the principles Fo Open Struggle.

This pbcnoaevon was expressed very painfully cspecia 1y in the case of the Americen
Senator Jackson, a wan who has no peer throughout the US in the extent of his self-
sacrifice in the battle for enigration Trom the UESR, Ye zinply. threw him to the dogs
.. 8xactly so. He stopped the entire American adaniutratlve machineg, all in order o
force it Lo make the expansion of econcumic ties with Russia dependenw z n its abolition
of the ransem, and we...what did ve do? We stood aside. inaetive, as if it bhad nothing
to do with us. In additien, If the American Jews pulled vack their support from Jack-
son, undoubbtedly, our had was in this too.-

You may ask: Wha ﬁ ig vhe basis ef ﬁhio "polic j
answer. Its eim is to tone ‘

of Jery 9&161? ‘There 1s 8 very clear
migra tion from Russis in order to
bring about the renswal of “&1&%1 : ; r train of thought was: Russia will
gee thet we are nob makiag an 6lf?iculflﬁs for her in her relabions with her Jews, .and
she will speed up the p“@ceé 2 to return to Tel &viv...and in our medest opinion this
ig not only »nworal bvut also wny i it ig immeoral. It is wwisze be-
cauge even il Hussia i 111 return tm “S' net do po in order bo '

1 S BOH » 1%
w0 thoge ﬁe$ac" miikers in Israel who have saforced a ng oy of silence,
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